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When a person owns several nisabs in several kinds of
pioperty at the same time that he owes a debt, he makes
allowance for the debt as follows. He applies the debt first
against the dirhams and dinars (the gold and silver cur-
rency), and, if there remains a surplus of debt, against the
articles of trade, and if there is still a surplus, against the
sawaim animals, beginning with the kind of sawafim ani-
mals that is subject to the least amount of zakat, unless they
are all subject to an equal amount of zakat, in which case
he may first apply the surplus to whichever kind he pleases.
The above is true when the collector has called in person
for the collection of the zakat, for in the contrary case the
property owner may apply the debt against any property he
chooses, since he is liable to zakat equally with respect to
every kind of property. This is not true, however, of the
collector, for he has jurisdiction over the sawafim animals
alone, and, therefore, he applies the debt against the cur-
rency and collects the zakat of the animals.1

According to the accepted Hanifite view the debt is ap-
plied against the property which is subject to zakat and
not against property which is destined for the satisfaction
of necessities and is consequently exempt from zakat. How-
ever, according to Zufar, it is applied to property of its
own genus. Thus a person possessing 200 dirhams, a slave
and a quantity of borrowed grain, and owing a slave, pays
no zakat because the debt is applied to the dirhams. Ac-
cording to Zufar the debts of grain and slave are applied to
the grain and slave he possesses and a zakat is due on the
dirhams. Likewise, a person owning a house, a personal
slave worth 10,000 dirhams and 1,000 dirhams pays no
zdk&t if he also owes i ,000 dirhams, for the house and slave,
far from satisfying his needs, on the contrary, increase

1 'Alamkiriyyah, p. 244; Mabstit, p. 184.